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Amendments to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

1 . (Cuirently Amended) A method of preventing piracy of a given software application 
comprising the steps of: 

assigning a unique identification code to each auttientic copy of such software application; 

installing the software application in a data storage element on a user's computer; 

configuring the software applicatioo to require service data to activate at least part of its 
functionality bec o me fully func t i o nal ; 

requiring a user to enter into the user's computer personal identifvinB data that identifies 
the user; 

requiring the user to communicate user data over a communications netwoijc wttit to a 
remote service system, the user data being derived, at least in part, fiom the pers o pal identifying 
data that identifies the usct, and being derived, at least in part, from the unique identification code; 

archiving iiser data received fiom the user over the communications network in a data 
storage element of the remote service system, said remote service system being connected to said 
communications netwrotk and designated to receive said user data; 

comparing received user data for each unique identification code with previously archived 
user data corresponding to the same luiique identification code to determine whether said user is 
pirating said software ^plication; 

selectively transmitting service data to the user's computer from said remote service system 
when said remote service system determines that said service data should be transmitted, said user 
syatem ttser's. computer being connected to said communications network and designated to 
storably receive said service data. 

2. Canceled. 



3. (Previously amended) Hie method as in Claim 1, 
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wherein said user data comprises the unique identification code that identifies said software 
application installed on a data storage element of the user's computer. 

4. (Currently amended) The method as in Claim 1, 

wherein said user data includes said personal identifying data that identifies the user. ■ > 

5. (Previously amended) The method as in Claim 1, 

wherein said user data includes product information relating to said software plication 
installed on the data storage element of the user's conq)uter. 

6. Canceled. 

7. Canceled. 

8. Canceled. 

9. Canceled. 

10. Canceled. 

11. Canceled. 

12. (Cuirently amended) The method as in Claim 1, 

wherein said service data [is] e xtr aeted fro m said arehived da t a by element for pr o cessing 
y ji A s er vie e data is maintained in the data storage element oftherepiote service svstam . 

13. (Currently amended) The method as in Claim 12, 
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wherein said service data comprises at least one program code sequence fb&t activates at 
least part of the functionality of said software application stored on said data storage element of the 
user's computer. 

1 

14. (Previously amended) The method as in Claim 12, 

wherein said service data includes at least one program code sequence that results in a 
promotional message that may be displayed to said user on the user's computer system. 

15. Canceled. 

16. Canceled. 

17. Canceled. 

18. (Previously amended) The method as in Claim 1, 

wherein said service data is derived at least in part &om said user data stored on said data 
storage element of said remote service system. 

19. (Previously amended) The method as in Claim 1, 

wherein the step of selectively transmitting said service data is an uploading event in which 
said service data is automatically transferred from said remote service system and storably received 
by the user^s computer system. 

20. (Previously amended) The method as in Claim I, 

wherein the step of selectively transmitting said service data is an uploading event in which 
said sM^ce data is manually tramfeired from said remote service system and storably received by 
the user's computer system. 

111/19/2004 3:27:10 PM [Eastern Standard 
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21. (Previously amended) The method as in Claim 1, 

wherein the step of selectively transmitting said service data is a downloading event in 
which said service data is made available to said user from said remote service system, and wherein 
said user downloads said service data into the user's computer system. 

22. (Currently amended) The method as in Claim 1, 

wherein said software application includes a program code sequ^e that identifies said 
software application stored on said data storage elonent of the user's computer system, said 
software plication additionally being responsive to a second program code sequence that 
activates at least part of the functionalitv of said software application, and which is transmitted to 
the user's computer system via said communications network. 

23. (CuiTMitly Amended) A system for preventing piracy of a given software ^plication , said 
software application having a unique identification code associated thoewith, and said software 
plication requiring service data to render activate at least part of the fimclionalitv of said 
software application co m p l et ely flme t i o nal , said system con^sing: 

a user computer system on which a user desires to operate the software application, said 
user system being connected to a communications network to transmit user data and to storably 
receive said service data, said user data being derived at least in part fix>m pers o nal identifying 
data entered by the user on the user computer system which identifies the user, and being derived at 
least in part fiom said unique identification code; 

a remote service computer system connected to said communications network to storably 
receive user data transmitted received over the communications network fiom &e user computer 
system said remote service computer system transmitting said service data to said user computer 
system over said communications network when it is determined said r e mo te S CT vie e c o m p ut er 
system determines that said user is not pirating said software ^pUcation. 
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24. (Previously amended) The system as in Claim 23 

wherein said remote service computer system includes a data storage element for archiving 
user data for each imique identification code, wherein said remote service computer system 
compares user data received from the usex compute- system to user data previously archived by said 
remote service computer system relative to the same unique identification code, and wherein said 
remote service computer system transmits said service data to said user computer system when said 
user data received by said remote service computo- system is consistent with user data previously 
archived by said remote service computer system relative to the same unique identification code, 

25. (Currently amended) The system as in Claim 23 

wherein said service data is [is] maintained by said remote service computer system in the 
data storage element used to archive said tiser service data. 

26. (Currently amended) The system as in Claim 23 

wherein said service data is genei ' al e d fr o m said ai i diived user da t a consists, at least in part, 
of an activation code sequence to activate at least part of the_fUnctionalitv of the software 
ap plication. 

27. (Previously amended) The system as in Claim 23 

wherein said service data is automatically transferred by said remote service computer 
system and storably received by said user computer system. 

28. (Previously amended) The system as in Claim 23 

wherein said remote s^vice computer system manually transfers said service data from said 
remote service con^uter system to said user system. 

29. (Currently ammded) The system as in Claim 23 



-6- 



':10PM [Eastern Standard Time]*SVR:USPTOW1/6'DNIS:8729306'CSID:60249^^^^ 



1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 



?004 12:52 CRHILL UON HELLENB AND GL 6024959475 P. 09 

wherein [said] said remote service computer system makes said service data available to 
said user from said remote service system , said user being able to download said service data into 
said user computer system f o r s ter ably f e eeiving - said service data , 



30. (Currently amended) The system as in Claim 23, 

wherein said software application includes a program code sequence that idratifies said 
software plication stored on said data storage element of said user system, said software 
application additionally being responsive to a second program code sequence that activates at least 
part of the functionality of said software application, and which is transmitted to said user syst^n 
via a communications network. 

31. (Currendy amended) Amethodofpreventingpiracy of a given software application 
comprising the steps of: 

assigning a unique identification code to each authentic copy of such software application; 

installing the software application in a data storage element on a user's computer; 

configuring the software application to require service data to bec o me fiiUy fimeti o nal 
activate at least part of its functionalitv : 

requiring a user to enter into the user*s oonq)uter per s o nal identifying data that identifies 
the user; 

requiring the user to communicate user data over a communications network with to a 
remote service system, the user data being derived, at least in part, firan the p e rso nal identifvine 
data that identifies the user, and being derived, at least in part, &om the unique identification code; 

examining user data received by the remote service system fi:om the user' computer to 
determine whether the user is pirating the software application; 

selectively transmitting service data to the user's computer fiom said remote service system 
M^en said remote service system determines that the user is not pirating the software application; 
and 
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storably receiving the transmitted service data within the data storage element of the user's 
computer to r amja i- fl i e ur ift w-afft applieati o n fiilly fiine t i o m i activate at least part of the 
fit^ftHViTiaii tv of the software applicatiQT> . 

32. (Currently amended) The method recited by ebmn Claim 3 1 further including the step of 
archiving user data received from users over the communications network in a data storage 
element ofthe remote service system j and wUeiein said examining atep includes Oic At fep-o f 
wmpaiinfe iceei ved user data f o r each unique identificati o n cede with pr evi o usly ai ' ^hived 
ua e r data c o rresp o nding to the same unique id c n t ifieation cod e t o de t cnmnc whether aaid 
use r 13 p i r ating said so ftwaie applicati o n . 

33. (New) The method recited by Claim 32, 

wherein received user data for each unique identification code is compared with previously 
archived user data corresponding to the same unique identification code. 

34. (New) The system as recited in Claim 26, \^ 
wherein said sendee data includes at least one program code sequence that results in a 

promotional message that may be displayed to said user on said user computer system. 

35. (New) A method of preventing piracy of a given software application comprising the steps of: 

a. assigning a unique identification code to each authentic copy of such software 
application; 

b. installing the software application in a data storage element on a user's computer, 

c. configuring the software plication to require service data to activate at least part of its 
functionality; 

d. requiring the user to communicate user data to a remote service system* the user data ' 
being derived, at least in part, from identifying data that identifies the user, and being derived, at 
least in part, from the unique identification code; 

-8- 

11/1912004 3:27:10 PM [Eastern Mard rme] ' SVRiU^^^^^ 



1-19- 

I 
1 

3 
4 

5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 

torv 



12:53 CRHILL UON HELLENS AND GL 



6024959475 P. 11 



e. examiniiig user data received by the remote service system to determine whether the user 
is pirating the software application; 

f. selectively transmitting service data to the user's computer from said remote service 

system when said remote service system detenninK that the user is not pirating the software 
application; and 

g. storably receiving the transmitted service data within the data storage element of the 
user's computer to activate at least part of the functionality of the software. 

36. (New) The method recited by Claim 35 further including the stq) of archiving user data 
received from users. 

37. (New) The method recited by Claim 36, 

wherein received user data for each unique identification code is compared with previously 
archived user data corresponding to the same xmique identification code. 

38. (New) A method ofpreventing piracy ofa given software application comprising the steps of: 

a. assigning a unique identification code to each authentic copy of such software 
application; 

b. installing the software application in a data storage element on a user's computer; 

c. configuring the software plication to require service data, said service data being a 
necessary component to enable at least part of the functionality of the software application; 

d. requiring the user to communicate user data to a remote service system, the user data 
being derived, at least in part, from identifying data that identifies the user, and being derived, at 
least in part» frx)m the imique identification code; 

e. examining user data received by the remote service system to determine whether the user 
is pirating the software application; 
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f. selectively transmitting service data to the user's compute from said remote service 
system when said remote service system determines that the user is not pirating the software • • 
application; and 

g. storably receiving the transmitted s^vice data within the data storage element of the 
user's computer to enable at least part of the functionality of the software application* 

39- (New) The method recited by Claim 38 fiirthw including the step of archiving user data 
received from users. 

40. G^ew) The method recited by Claitn 39, 

wherein received user data for each imique identification code is compared with previously 
archived user data corresponding to the same unique identification code. 
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